Deviance Outline
I. What is Deviance?
1. Contextual Consideration

A. Situational Context, Characteristics of Reactor, and Characteristics of the Actor.

2. Assumptions Made About Deviance

A. Some things are inherently deviant.

B. One Must Do something to be Deviant.

C. Reactions to Deviance are Always Negative.

II. Non-Sociogical Theories of Deviance.

1. Biological Theories.

2. Psychological Theories. 

III. Sociological Theories of Deviance

1. Structural Functionalism and the Function of Deviance

A. Durkheim, Social Bonds and the Function of Crime.
B. Merton’s Strain Theory.

2. Symbolic Interactionism and the Social Construction of Deviance.

A. Labeling Deviance and Stigmas.

B. Differential Association Theory.

3. Conflict Theory, Inequality, and Power. 


A. Norms and Laws Reflect the Interests of the Powerful. 

